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Men, everywhere, preach the need of a broader, deeper study 
of the Bible. Such preaching implies that the study of the pres- 
ent time is not so broad and deep as it might be, and that a 
better study, on the part of those who study, will accomplish 
something which the ordinary study of the present time does not 
accomplish. 

Is it, then, possible, to do a better kind of work than that 
which is now being done ? To secure the data, upon the basis 
of which to answer this question, we may examine the pupils 
who, for years, have frequented the Sunday Schools, in which the 
Bible forms the chief subject of consideration, from which, in 
most cases, they come forth with an ignorance of the most common 
facts and the simplest truths that is astounding. Or we may 
reach higher and investigate the work of the multitude of col- 
leges scattered throughout the land, called and represented to be 
Christian colleges, in which so little of the truth of Christianity 
is taught — and that little so poorly taught — as to make the 
word "Christian," as thus applied, in very truth a misnomer. 
Or, going still higher, we may question the ministers, on every 
side of us, who have spent years of special study in the theolog- 
ical seminary, and yet have failed to catch either the spirit or 
the method of a real Bible study. Wherever we turn, we meet 
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the confession, not infrequently uttered in bitterness and with 
reproach, that time has been spent and is being spent in a kind 
of work, which, when done, is of so little real value as not to 
seem worth having done. The teachers in no other department 
of study have failed so conspicuously in doing their duty. The 
leaders have, beyond peradventure, been mis- leaders, and upon 
them must rest the responsibility for the present situation. It 
only remains for them to recognize the condition of things, and, 
by a new and better directed effort, to assist in doing what ought 
to have been done long since. 



But what, after all, will be gained, if this broader and deeper 
study should come to prevail ? Many answers, at once, are sug- 
gested. Let us select two, or at most, three. 

This Bible of ours is a great storehouse of fundamental truth ; 
and truth, as it is here presented, is multiform and many-sided. 
It is difficult, even at the best, not to mistake a part of truth for 
the whole, — one side of it, for the complete representation. A 
partial, one-sided conception must exist, where study is not deep 
and broad ; and this imperfect conception will disappear only in 
so far as we do broad and deep work. Upon a true conception 
of God, of His plans for the uplifting and saving of man, of the 
principles which should regulate man's life, everything depends. 
Will the world ever come to God, when those who claim to know 
him best, know him wrongly ? Will the life of man ever become 
that ideal life of which men of old spoke, so long as even its 
leading characteristics are in doubt ? 

There are two kinds of ignorance ; one, an ignorance which 
thinks that it knows, the other, an ignorance which has discovered 
its lack of knowledge. For the first, men to whom opportuni- 
ties are given, deserve rebuke ; the second is an ideal toward 
which all should aspire. The study of the surface leads to the 
first ; the deeper study, in the very nature of the case, produces 
the second. The dogmatism so current is the dogmatism of an 
ignorance, at once blind and conceited. Deeper study lets in 
the light and thus enables us to see. This seeing reveals so 
much which before lay hidden, that the knowledge we possess 
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seems infinitesimal compared with that which is beyond. Humil- 
ity increases with every increment of knowledge ; and the 
greater the humility, the nearer we approach the source of 
all knowledge. 

If the Bible is the -Word of God, and if that Word is worthy 
of its Author, there must be in it an inexhaustible depth of mean- 
ing to which no superficial work will ever attain. What an 
estimate those place upon it, who, whether by word or action, 
proclaim to the world that these are truths which may be com- 
prehended at a glance. Such representations are little short of 
blasphemy ; the harm they do is almost irreparable. It is only 
deeper study which can counteract such baneful influence. Why 
should men not say, concerning a thing so easily obtained, Of 
what value is it ? 

Let us have a higher sort of study of the Bible, that we may 
better know God and what he desires of us ; that we may place 
what we know in proper relation to what we do not know ; that 
we may show our appreciation of the heights and depths of the 
revelation which God has made to us. 



Granting now the lack, granting also the need, what may we 
do to bring about a better state of things ? It is here that the 
real difficulty meets us. Shall we dare to make suggestions ? 
Why not ? 

For the work of the Sunday School — ( 1 ) There should be a plan, 
comprehensive to be sure, but, at the same time, logical and 
systematic. This plan should be of such nature as to permit the 
doing of general work, but it should not make the doing of 
special work impossible. (2) The purpose of the work should 
not be to apply what the teacher fondly imagines to be the teach- 
ing of a certain fragment of Scripture, but rather to place forever 
in the mind of the pupil a section of the sacred truth itself. (3) 
The spirit characterizing the work should be that of earnest seek- 
ing after truth, and a readiness to accept it when found, as 
distinguished from the spirit which more commonly prevails, 
viz., that which decides beforehand what is the truth and 
then proceeds to foist the same upon the first unlucky portion 
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of Scripture which chances to present itself. (4) The method 
should be flexible, adjusting itself to the special circumstances 
of each case, a method based upon sound pedagogical princi- 
ples, and calculated to arouse interest and incite thought. (5) 
The teaching should be done by those who know at least the 
first rudiments of the subject-matter they are supposed to teach. 
This surely is not too much to ask. Better, a thousand times, 
no teacher, than one whose work does only injury. The time 
is coming, unless soon a change is brought about, when, in the 
interests of a true mental discipline, an outcry must be raised 
against the work of the Sunday School. It is possible in one 
hour of bad teaching to do the child's mind an injury which five 
hours of good teaching will not remedy. 

For the College — (1) An opportunity should be given for the 
study of the Bible ; electives should be offered adapted to the 
different stages of advancement. (2) This work should not be 
placed in the hands of the professor of mathematics, nor in those 
of the professor of English literature. What do they know about 
the Bible? They have given it no special study. It would be just 
as appropriate to ask the professor of French to teach astron- 
omy. The work can not be distributed around, as is the custom 
in certain institutions. The subject is worthy to occupy the 
time and thought of one who has only this work to do ; and to 
do it, the instructor should have special preparation. The 
teaching of the Bible in college is a " new calling." Let men 
prepare themselves to take it up. (3) Men who are to preach 
may perhaps postpone this work until they enter upon their 
professional training ; but men whose purpose it is to take up 
business, or the practice of law or of medicine, should be shown 
that their best, indeed, their only chance to do a work mani- 
festly most desirable, is that which is thus offered them. These 
men, fitted by college training and thus equipped, will help 
make Sunday School work something different. (4) In brief, 
let the Bible receive the place in the college course demanded 
by its great importance. Let it, at least, be given equal dignity 
with each of the score or more of subjects which taken together 
make up the modern curriculum. 
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In the Theological Seminary only one thing need be asked for; 
that granted, everything else needful will follow. Opportunity 
should be given the man who is preparing himself to preach the 
Word, to gain a knowledge of it. The present system, practi- 
cally a universal system, requires of the student an equal amount 
of work in each of five or more departments. The knowledge 
thus gained, is of necessity superficial in all the subjects 
studied. It is absolutely impossible, as the facts clearly show, for 
any but the most extraordinary man to do really good work in so 
many departments, in all of which the same demands are made. 
In the graduate courses of our universities, students are encour- 
aged to concentrate their attention upon one or two subjects. 
With such concentration, results worthy of recognition are 
obtained. If there is to be deeper study in the seminary on the 
part of those who are to be our preachers, a study which shall 
be continued in the pastorate, time must be allowed for the 
inauguration of such study. It is not necessary that all our 
preachers, while in the seminary, should do special work in the 
Biblical departments ; but it is necessary that a proportion of 
them have an opportunity to do this kind of work, if they so 
desire. It is better for them to do only general work in four 
departments and special work in one than to do general work 
in all. 

There are many other things to be said. We may not for- 
get, that, after all, the greater world of humanity never sees the 
inside of either Sunday School, College or Seminary. These 
are the most sadly neglected of all, and these, of all, need most 
our help. What can we do to guide them to a deeper knowl- 
edge of the great mysteries of the Sacred Scripture? This is, 
indeed, a question which will stagger us. But it must be 
answered. It will furnish the subject for our thought at another 
time. 



